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An instrument of gift for these papers was signed by Charles P. Gotwals, Jr. in January 1978.
Literary property rights were assigned to the United States. Under terms of the instrument of gift
the following classes of documents are withheld from research use:

1. Papers and other historical materials that are specifically authorized under criteria
established by statute or Executive Order to be kept secret in the interest of national
defense or foreign policy, and are  in fact properly classified pursuant to such statue or
Executive Order.

2. Papers and other historical materials the disclosure of  which would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy or a libel of a living person.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Lt. Col. Charles P. Gotwals served as the Assistant to the Executive and as the Executive of the
Military Justice Division, Office of the Judge Advocate for U.S. Forces, during the Allied
occupation of Germany following World War II.

Lt. Col. Gotwals’ papers consist of “Staybacks”, or carbon copies of action recommended from
the European Theater Headquarters concerning court-martial cases. The papers, consisting
primarily of memoranda, orders, notes, and interviews, covered the period from July 1945 to
March 1946. Most of the cases involved crimes by U.S. military personnel against German
civilians.  Also included are documents reflecting the difficulties encountered by the Military
Justice Division in persuading the Russians to release witnesses from the Russian-occupied zone
after American troops had withdrawn from the area.
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